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JOHN LYLY, the King of the Precieux, as Jusserand
called him, lived all his life in a museum. The bio-
graphical details of his career are uncertain. In his family
relationships he has been confused with the grammarian of
the same name, the pedagogue of literature making a dual
personality with the scholar. Little enough can happen to
the museum hermit, so that all we hear of Lyly is that he left
one department of his museum for another, the university
for the court. He was born in 1553 or 1554, became an
alumnus of Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1569, and took
his degree four years later. A Latin epistle of his to Lord
Burghley is extant, the year before he took his M.A. in 1575,
and it was perhaps through the offices of the great man that
he received an appointment at court. In 1579, he published
EuphueS) and its sequel, Euphues and His England, a year later.
For the next ten years, during which he wrote a number of
courtly pastoral and courtly mythological plays, all written
in prose and following the same literary convention, he was
as much the idol and dictator of letters as he appears to have
been the curled darling of the maids of honour. In 1590
and 1593 he wrote begging letters to the Queen, decorated
in this kind of wallpaper design:
** Most gratious and dread soveraigne, tyme cannot
worke my peticions, nor my peticions the tyme. After
many years service yt pleased your Majestic to except
against Tents and Toyles, I wish that for Tents I might
putt in Tenements, so that I should be eased of some
toyles. Some lande some goocf fines, or forfeitures that
should fall by the just fall of these most false traitors,
that seeing nothing will come of the re veils, I may pray
upon the Rebells. Thirteen years your highnes servant